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School Programs Brochure

About our School Programs

RULES OF CONDUCT

Nature’s Calling Environmental Education
provides nature and environmental
education programming to local schools
in Norfolk, Brant and Haldimand
counties.

For the safety and enjoyment of all
students, each teacher/parent volunteer
is responsible for the appropriate
behavior of his/her group. Supervisors
must remain with students at all times,
and the student/supervisor ratio must
meet your school or Board’s guidelines
for in-class or out-of-classroom visits.
Groups who fail to respect the rules
of conduct will be asked to leave the
program.

Our goal is to:
• Provide educational and outreach
activities to foster an appreciation
of and respect for nature and the
environment;
• Promote conservation and stewardship
of our environment through outdoor
learning and classroom programming;
• Engaging youth to help develop
environmental leaders for a more
sustainable future.
Educational units are developed in
accordance with Ontario curriculum
expectations and standards. Each
program is innovative, interactive and
grounded in active and inquiry-based
learning theories. Our knowledgeable
educators ensure that students will be
engaged and have fun learning.
We have two types of programs from
which to choose:

n Nature in the
Classroom Program

When you book this program, we
come right to your classroom to deliver
uniquely designed learning units about
nature and the environment.
We arrive at your school at least 15
minutes before the agreed upon start
time in order for our staff to check in and
set up program material.

n Lessons in a
Backpack Program

This program gets students outside to
learn about all things nature. Units are
either half day (2 hours) or full day (4
hours).
The program is currently offered at two
locations in Norfolk County –
1. The Ryerson Camp (2202 Front
Rd., Vittoria N0E 1W0) is located
between Normandale and Turkey
Point. This beautiful 65 acre property
features wooded trails, open play
areas, fire pit, conservation projects
(i.e. bird houses, pollinator gardens),
communal fire pit, and an awesome
Lake Erie view.
2. Bonnieheath Estate Lavender and
Winery (410 Townsend Concession
#12, Waterford) is situated off a

beautiful rural road and features
indoor washrooms, shaded picnic
benches, an amazing wildlife pond,
tallgrass prairie, woods and more.
Please arrive at least 15 minutes before
your program time to allow for check in,
washroom visit, and to begin exploring
our programs.

BOOKING A PROGRAM
To book your class, select one of our
environmental education programs
and complete the Booking Form. A
copy of the form is included with this
brochure and also on our website (www.
naturescalling.ca), or can be emailed on
request.
For more information or to book your
program contact us: 519-410-7376 or
info@naturescalling.ca

PRICING
n Nature in the Classroom
Cost per program: $120/class
*Offered in Norfolk, Haldimand and
Brant Counties*
Multiple-class presentations available on
request.

n Lessons in a Backpack
Full-day Program: $12 per student*
Half-day Program: $8 per student*
*Currently offered at Norfolk County
locations only* (sites in Brant and
Haldimand anticipated to be available
in fall 2019)
*Minimum 15 participants per program.
We recommend one chaperone
per seven students; Bussing is the
responsibility of the school.
Your school will be invoiced following
program(s) completion. Payment is due
within 30 business days of the invoice
date.
Fees are non-refundable.

CANCELLATIONS
AND RE-SCHEDULES
A minimum of seven (7) business days
written notice (i.e. email) is required to
cancel or modify a booking.
Nature’s Calling Environmental Education
reserves the right to cancel, change or
reschedule a booking due to unforeseen
circumstances, staff availability or
weather issues. We will strive to give at
least two (2) days notice of any change.

N

NATURE IN THE CLASSROOM PROGRAM

ature’s Calling Environmental Education provides nature and environmental education programming to local
schools in Norfolk, Brant, Haldimand counties. Our goal is to foster an appreciation and respect for nature and the
environment, while engaging youth in environmental experiences.

NOTE: All programs are modifiable / adaptable to suit all grade levels and learning styles.

n Grade K, 1
Do You Need What I Need?
Through ‘hands-on’ learning and
discovery, students will explore the
characteristics of living things, and
investigate how animals (including
humans) require food, water, air, shelter
and space to survive.

n Grade K, 2
Hooray For Herptiles
Your class learn about vertebrate
animals, specifically reptiles and
amphibians through hands-on activities.
The activity themes include: Threats to
Herptiles, Life Cycles (Frog, Turtle and
Butterfly), and Adaptations through
Camouflage.

n Grade K, 2

the animal was predator or prey, and
which senses were most important to
the animal’s survival. Students learn to
identify whether an animal is a herbivore,
omnivore or carnivore by examining
the teeth of animals and how they are
especially suited for different diets.

n Grade 4
Risky Business
Your students will learn about the
importance of healthy habitats and
diverse plant and animal communities,
and the impacts that various
environmental and human threats have
on flora and fauna, including species at
risk, that live in these habitats.

n Grade 4
Rocks...Of Quartz!

Through experimentation, students will
learn about the characteristics of air and
water in the environment and the vital
role each play in sustaining life on earth.
Students will consider whether their
actions are helpful or harmful through an
examination of daily activities.

Your class will become junior geologists
and tunnel into the world of rocks and
minerals by examining the formation and
characteristics of igneous, sedimentary
and metamorphic rocks. Learn how
extracting these rocks and minerals
impact the environment and what
measures have been implemented to
reclaim the land.

n Grade K, 3

n Grade 6

Digging Up The Dirt On Soils

Classy Critters

Students will learn that soil is an
essential resource that sustains life for
all living things on the earth, including
humans. Various hands-on activities
will not only demonstrate that soils are
quite varied in composition and are
compromised of living and non-living
material, but also its role as nature’s
water filter, and the importance of soil
conservation.

Students discover the biological diversity
of life while working as a taxonomist.
Examine the abundant variety of animal
species and how they are organized and
classified. Gain a better understanding
of the role species play in maintaining
healthy ecosystems.

Water, Air...Everywhere!

n Grade K, 1, 2, 3
If Teeth Could Talk: Examining
Mammal Skulls
Animal skulls can tell us many things
about creatures and how they survive in
their natural environment. A few relatively
simple obervations of an animal’s skull
can tell us what the animal ate, whether

n Grade 6-7
Biodiversity In A
Changing World
Students will learn about biodiversity
relating to a local environmental issue
through an interactive role playing
exercise. Biodiversity concepts will
be reviewed prior to the exercise
reinforcing the concept that all living
things are connected and humans impact
biodiversity both positively and negatively.

n Grade 8
Go With The Flow
Your class will learn about the
importance of water on both a local and
global scale, through an assessment of
a households daily water consumption.
Increase students understanding of
their personal responsibility to the
conservation of this valuable resource.
Our interactive programs are designed
to meet learning expectations outlined
in the Ontario Science and Technology
Curriculum, as well as the Language
and Geography strands. Each program
comes with a resource package, which
is filled with pre and post program
related classroom activities. Each 1 hour
program is presented on a single class
basis.

Length
half or Full
full
half
half
full
full
half
half
full
full
full
full

Location
Outdoor Learning Unit
Sept
TRC or BELW
A Brush with Nature
x
TRC
Spring in Carolinian Canada
TRC
Discovering the World of Insects
x
TRC
Winter is Coming
x
TRC
Let's Go to The Woods
x
TRC
Growth & Changes in Plants
x
TRC
Carolinian Survival Game
x
TRC
Movers, Sleepers and Tough Guys
x
TRC
Secrets of the Past
x
TRC or BELW
Buzzing with Biodiversity
x
TRC or BELW
Is it Getting Warm in Here?
BELW
Wetland Stewardship
x
x

x

x

x
x

x

x
x
x

x
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Dec
x

x
x
x

Nov
x

Oct
x

LOCATION KEY
TRC = The Ryerson Camp, 2202 Front Rd., Vittoria N0E 1W0
BELW = Bonnieheath Estate Lavendar and Winery,410 Concession 12 Townsend, Waterford

Grade
K,1,2,3,4,5,6
K,1,2,3,4,5,6
K,1
K,2
K,2
3
4&6
4
5
6
7
8

Lessons in a Backpack - Locations and Seasons Offered

x

x

Jan
x

x

x

Feb
x

x

x

Mar
x

x

x

x
x
x

Apr
x
x
x

x

x
x

x
x
x

May
x
x
x

x

x
x

x
x
x

June
x
x
x

LESSONS IN A BACKPACK PROGRAM
n Grades 1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6

n Grade 3

A Brush with Nature:
Outdoor Arts
half day or full day

Growth and Changes in Plants
full day
Our site is ideal for observing and
learning about plants - including trees,
shrubs, herbaceous plants and grasses.
Students will investigate and discover
the growth and changes of plants and
the importance of soil. Each student will
take home several native plant seedlings
that they have potted.

Encouraging creativity and imagination,
students will become immersed in the
natural world and draw inspiration to
create unique works of art. Students will
integrate natural materials collected on
a nature hike into individual as well as
collective pieces. Not only will students
let their creativity shine through visual
arts, they will participate in interpretive
movement and guided imagery
exercises. Using artistic movement they
will depict the life cycles of a monarch
butterfly, a green frog and a maple tree.

Students will also be able to describe
how a simple food chain works and
begin to understand how plants and
animals are interconnected. Lastly,
students will explore what foods are
grown in Ontario and begin thinking
about the impact food production has on
the environment.

n Grades 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
Spring in Carolinian Canada:
Amphibians, Reptiles and Birds
full day
The Carolinian ecozone comes alive in
the spring, with a diversity of plants,
insects, amphibians, reptiles, birds and
mammals unique to southern Ontario!
Students will get to know our local
wildlife through an ecosystem approach,
exploring a variety of life cycles, food
webs and habitats of local species. This
program will also highlight potential
threats and the conservation efforts in
place for at-risk species in Ontario.

n Grades 4, 6, and 7
n Grade 2
Winter is Coming!
half day (recommended with A
Brush with Nature ½ day program
As the weather gets colder, how do
animals adapt? Does their behaviour
change? Do they change how they
look? Do they change where they live?
Through games, demonstrations, and
exploration of animal habitat students
will learn about the adaptations of local
wildlife in the fall to prepare for winter.

n Grade K, 1
Discovering the World
of Insects
half day (recommended with A
Brush with Nature ½ day program

n Grade 2

There are more insect species in the
world than all other animal species
combined! Insects can be found in
almost all terrestrial and freshwater
habitats, from the driest deserts to
freshwater ponds, from the canopy of a
tropical rainforest (where their diversity
is unbelievably great) to the arctic
wastelands. By examining the diversity
of insects in forest, wetland and meadow
habitats, students will discover the
needs and characteristics of this diverse
group.

In years gone by, indigenous peoples,
and later European settlers, were faced
with deeply forested, impenetrable
bush. The landscape has changed
dramatically over the last 200 years, but
Norfolk County still boasts about 25%
forest cover. Students will develop a
deeper understanding of the importance
of forests and forest ecosystems, not
only to plants and animals, but humans.
Our site on Turkey Point Road provides
the ideal opportunity for exploration
of various habitats and a hike will help
students experience a direct connection
to the natural world.

Let’s Go to the Woods:
Forest Ecology
full day

The Carolinian Survival Game
half day (recommended with A
Brush with Nature ½ day program
The Carolinian Life Zone is an eco-region
in southern Ontario where “north meets
south”. Many of the species found here
are at the northerly edge of their range.
Students will learn about this unique area
of Canada through an exploration of why
more species at risk are found in this tiny
part of the country than anywhere else in
Canada. In a fun game format, students
will learn that it is not so easy to survive
as an animal in Carolinian Canada and
the ways we can help.

n Grade 4
Macro-invertebrates: What
Wetland Bugs Can Teach Us
half day (recommended with A
Brush with Nature ½ day program
After learning to identify some of the
aquatic insects and crustaceans found
in wetland habitats, students will play
“Macro-invertebrate Mayhem,” a Project
Wet game which demonstrates how
human activity can negatively impact
wetland habitats and cause these
important water quality indicator species
to decline or disappear.

n Grade 4
Movers, Sleepers and Tough
Guys: Wildlife in Winter
half day (recommended with A
Brush with Nature ½ day program
By participating in an activity called
“Keep Your Creature Warm”, students
explore the strategies and adaptations
of local wildlife for coping with our
cold and snowy winter environment.
This interactive activity teaches the
importance of good insulation for
hibernating species. Students will then
venture into the woods for the “Winter
Wildlife Scavenger Hunt”, to look for
signs of animal and insect activity, winter
food sources.

n Grade 5
Secrets of the Past: History and
Prehistory Evidence
full day
This will be an opportunity for students
to have a hands-on experience in the
study of human history and prehistory
through the excavation of a site and the
analysis of artifacts and other physical
remains. They will become familiar with
archeological terminology to describe
their inquiries and observations. Those
terms will be used in describing their
investigations and observations. Students

will be encouraged to discuss the impact
of early contact of European settlers
on the native population as well as the
environmental impact it may have had.

n Grade 6
Buzzing with Biodiversity
half day
Without insect pollinators there would
be many less flowers. At least one-third
of all the foods we eat are produced
with the help of pollinators. That makes
pollinators, such as bees, butterflies,
flies and others, a hugely important
part of our eco-system. By observing
and collecting data on insects from
forest, wetland and meadow habitats,
students will identify pollinators and
other insects and discover their roles in
the environment. Students will also learn
how invasive species reduce biodiversity
in local environments – with specific
examples including invasive species,
pollution, urbanization, “subsidized”
predators and climate change.

n Grade 7
Is it Getting Warm In Here?
full day
Heat energy and transfer plays a critical
role in our natural environment. How
animals survive, conserve energy and
how humans build homes, conduct

research and expeditions is based on
understanding how heat is transferred
in the environment. By understanding
the nature of heat, your class will gain
insights into the way heat affects living
things and our world. This fun filled
activity through building a shelter with
natural and human made materials, will
determine who will survive the winter
and stay the warm and understand the
science between heat in our natural and
man made environments.

n Grade 8
Water Stewardship
full day
Clean water is crucial to life on earth.
All living species require water. Without
it, life on earth would likely cease to
exist. Students will visit Bonnieheath,
a farm which demonstrates the balance
between human use and protection
of natural resources. By exploring
the concept of stewardship and the
Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS)
program, students will learn more about
farming and land stewardship, natural
habitat and the role wetlands play in
protecting our water resources.

YEAR-END CLASS TRIPS....ALL YEAR ROUND!!!
Note: On request, year end...
all year round trips may be
accompanied by a campfire lunch. You
bring the hotdogs, buns, condiments,
and marshmallows – we’ll supply the
cook fire and BBQ forks.
Nature Olympics – Race for the
Rainbow (All Grades, inc. Kindergarten)
Team building games that promote
collaborative critical thinking. Education
does not always need to begin and
end with a textbook and a test. It’s
important that other skills are honed
on also. Students will be challenged
and engaged testing their cooperation
and communication and problemsolving skills working with their peers
to accomplish various team building
tasks, providing a fun and much-needed
reprieve from classroom routine.

A Day of Old Fashioned Outdoor Play
(Primary Grades, inc. Kindergarten)

Nature Survivor Boot Camp
(All Intermediate & Senior Grades)

Students will spend the day playing
games and partaking in activities that
occupied the minds of children 150 years
ago – the kind of games that required
only imagination and laughter – no
technology, no fancy gadgets or plastic.

Whether you are on a family camping
expedition or trying to survive like our
forefathers 150 years ago, outdoor
survival has always been important.
Students will learn basic survival skills,
how to make a shelter, fire starting
techniques, open air cooking, and helpful
hints and tricks provided by nature to
read weather, time of day, how to tell
what direction you are traveling in and
other experiences passed on from years
of learning through living on the land.

A Path that Leads to Yesteryear
(All Intermediate Grades)
Through exploration, storytelling and
hands-on activities, this program focuses
on interaction between Aboriginal
peoples and European Settlers,
including language barriers, trading,
competition for land and resources, food
and clothing. Opportunities for critical
thinking, problem solving, teamwork,
prediction, dexterity and endurance will
all be integral components for sharing of
cultural aspects of how these two groups
co-existed for survival living off the land.

Nature’s Calling! Environmental Education is an incorporated not-for-profit charitable organization.
Our charitable number is 833705304
Our mission is to connect youth and families with nature and the outdoors, to raise awareness and
appreciation for our natural world, and to foster a strong environmental ethic through communitybased education and hands-on activities that benefit our local environment.

Environmental Education
P.O. Box 995, Simcoe, ON N3Y 5B3
519-410-7376
info@naturescalling.ca

www.naturescalling.ca

